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Dear M, Norton: # !ﬂﬂlﬁfﬂ“ﬂi E ﬁgg:

My company, NGP Software, Inc., (www.ngpsofiware.com) is  corporation that

contribution processing, and other consulting services. On June 10, 2004, I requested an
Advisory Opinion concerning the legality of a proposed upgrade to the software my

company sells. This proposed upgrade would have allowed a user to see, through the

software, what one of their donors (or prospective donors) hgs given to other candidates,
PACs, and party organizations. This data would have been from sources on the
FEC’s website.

In the Advisory Opinion, (AO 2004-24), the Commission concluded -~ that the “proposed ,
sale or inclusion of information about contributors (other than information about political
committees that are contributors) obtained from the FEC’s public records ... would be
prohibited under the Act’s restriction on the sale or use of such contributor information.”

NGP Software did not implement the proposed upgrade to the software, based on the AO.

Another campaign software firm, Aristotle International, Inc., (www.aristotle.com) offers
and advertises this prohibited service. As evidence of this, I offer marketing materials
that have been available on Aristotle’s website, and emails that our customers have been
sent by Aristotle.

In Exhibit 1, on Page 2, Aristotle offers a screenshot of this feature. Despite the fact that
it is a fictitious donor, it very clearly illustrates the functionality. It is displaying an
individual (John Doe) and contributions that have been given to both federal and state
candidates. The caption on the side indicates a user can “never again leave money on the
table by asking for too little, or the wrong amount, from a qualified prospect.” This
demonstrates that they are displaying historical contribution data for individual donors,
pulled from FEC data sources, as prohibited by the Act, and as spelled out in AO 2004-
24,

In Exhibit 2, bullet point 1, they again illustrate their intent with this feature. They tout
the ability of their product to tell you “how much your contributors and supporters have
given to other state candidates, PACs and party organizations.” Again, this is a clear
violation of the Act, for the same reasons spelled out above.

In Exhibit 3, page 2, bullet point 5, they detail the same feature. This time, they indicate

that the festure is “not available with NGP or any other software program.” That is true
because it would be a violation of the Act to provide such a service.

8808 Connecticut Avenue, NW #277, Washington, DC 20018
Tel: 202-686-9330 Fax: 202-686-9331
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In Exhibit 4, they offer the same details as Exhibit 3, but go one step further. They cite
AO 2004-24, demonstrating that they are aware of the prohibition on the sale or use of
individual contributor dsta, especially for explicit fundraising purposes, but have chosen

to ignore it.

NGP Software performed its due diligence, and sought advice as to the legality of this use
of FEC data. The Commission said it was prohibited, and we have accepted that decision.
We respectfully request the Commission act promptly to protect the privacy of individual
donors reported to the FEC, by putting a halt to Aristotle’s practices, and take appropriate
action against them for their blatant disregard of the Commission’s rulings.

Sincerely,

Nathaniel Peariman
President
NGP Software, Inc.

Notary Public District of Columbia
CHARLES HELLER Subeeribed and sworn
My Commission Expires: Sept 30, 2008 beferemethls & -JL?
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Aditode Tuemecional, Ine. Exhibit 2 p1

Page 1 of 2
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donar who gives $1,000 Yo othars.
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All of your contacts are cross-referenced to
Aristotie’s enhanced US registared voter file.
Puil up tha nama of any of your contacts, and
you'll aiso get important detalls such as
telephone number, addrass corrections from
the post office, namaes of spouse or family
members, party ID and vobe history. This ssves
you thousands of dollars and many hours by
keeping your database up-to-date with the
most accurate information available in
Aristotie's nationwide voter file.

ammsmmmmm
«mm%aim:tmm'
checks, personal guarsntaes, merchant

accounts or monthly fees. n'ywmyoum
credit card company accounts, Cam,

g i e

Fundrais! m!vcltTrlddngglvu
howrmdwumllud,

whohuddmml Powerful predictive

fundralsing heips your finante team meet thelr

Unconditional compliance Guarantse. Aristotie’s
Campeign Menager 5 is the only software

* http://www.aristotie.comvpage.asp?page_jd=cmS
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" program for campuigns and PACs thet comes
with 2 100% Uncondiional Guarantes of

umﬂnuhnunmnnwmnnnmuh
24 hours & day 7 days & waek.

Far more Information about this exciting new

soltwars release, Campaign Manager 5, please
contact your Aristotie Sales Represantative at
800-296-2747.

‘Exhasoy Polioy
©200¢ Askatoie-intairaiierial, inc, All rights sederved.

106&ﬂ2638§5

* http://www.sristotle.com/page.asp7page_id=cmS
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Exhibit 3 p1

1‘»:,‘ monusv. Novemoer 08, 2004 1:38 PM

Subject: 8 Speciel, Puy Nothing for 1 Year

---=-Original Nesssge-----

From: |

DS, 2004 1102 PN

To

ﬂul':juc:a Fwa: Campaign Manager 5 Special, Pay Nothing for 1 Yesar
w

uw..puuo an offex.

E: with SnapperMail
. .snapperwiail .com

Y...... Yorwarded Neasage .......
» »
CXor

te; Mon, U8 Nov 2004 12:50:14 -0S00
~fubj: Campaign Managex 5 Special, Pay Nothing for 1 Year

Thinking of switching from NGP to Aristotle? DNow is the time to do it.

Betwean now and Decexbaer 3iat, you can upgrads from NMGP to Aristotle's
Caspaign Msnager 3 and pay nothing for cns ysar.

This special includes:

* No down payment and no puyments for one ysar (§500/month thereafter).

* A 24-month license to Campaign Nanager Web-Powered Software.

* Free conversion of your data from NGP to Aristotle.

+ Free access to the cowplete enhanced registered voter file for your
state.

* Free acoess to enhanced and cleansd FEC contributor data back to 1992.

¢ Frea access to the comtributor data for contributors to state candidates
in 18 states.

*+ Frea lockups to the voter and contributor files from within Campaign

Manager.

¢ Frea Toll-Frea tachnical support 24/7

* Free training at your organiszation's location.

* Frea tﬁhg at Aristotla's next Washington, DC training event an
Decexber

¢ Immediately acoept Amex, MasterCard md Visa contributions at your web
site - no paperwork or bank guarantess imvolved.

* Frea Databasa Clean-up: Wa'll update your database with Fast Forward, the
USPS certified Chunge-of-Address program to update addresses, add
sip-plus-four and carrisr route, and address standardization.

Top 6 Reasons NGP Users are Switching to Aristotle:

1.Paster Bupport. Only Aristotle offers instant access toll-fxee telephons
support 24 hours a day, 7 days a wesk.

1




Exhibit 3 p2

2.8maxter Support. Omly Aristotle employs FEC Compliance Experts who have
worked at the FEC.

3.7EC Complimnce Guarantes. OUnly Aristotle offers a lifetime guarantes of
FEC complisnce. Campaign Manager is constantly updated as compliance rules

4.Professional Kanual. All npw, professicnally writtes Campaign Manager
aamual with sasy-to-use, step-by-stap instructions.

S.Smarter hmmdraising. mymmmlnxummm
contributors have given to othar ml. parties. Not
available with 0GP or any other softwsre

6.Unbsatable Offer. Switch now and make no payments for 12 wonths.

o
LN

Uour carpaign wade the decision to switch from NGP to Aristotle because

M3t reliability issues and glitches in NGP's progrem. Aristotle's
Wanpaign Manager program is more intuitive, easier to learn and is

~dccompanied by a professional user manusl. Aristotle's customer servic

10044
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Thinking of switching fram NGQP to Aristotie?
Now is the time to do it.

Between now and December 31st, you can upgrade from NGP fo Arfsiotie's Campaign Manager 5 and pay
nalbing for one year

This special includes:
= No down psyment and no payments for one year ($500/monih
therealter).

= 24 Month Licenss to Campaign Manager Web-Powered Software

~ Free conversion of your dats from NGP 1o Aristotie.

- qumhhmeMWMhh
your

- Fros access io enhanced and cleaned FEC conlributor dete
back 10 1902

= Fras access 10 the contributor dala for contribulars 1o state
candidaies In 18 sisles.

= Fres lookups fo the voler and contribulor fllss from within
Campaign Manager.

= Fres Toll-Free tachnical support 247

- Free lraining at your organization’s location

- mmmunmmwmmumwm

- Immadisiely accept Amex, Discover, MasterCard and Visa
contributions at your web sits — no paperwork or bank
gusranines involved.

- Froo Delabete Cloan-up: We'll update your datsbase with Fast
Forward, the USPS certified Changa-ol-Address program bo
ugdebs addresess, add Zip-plus-four and camier rouls, and
address standardization.

Alert: Federal Election Commission Advisory Adopts Aristotie Position;
NGP Request Unanimously Rejected

(Washingion, DC August 12, 2004) in 2 siriking 50 vaie, the Fedaral Elsction Comsmilssion rejected a request
by software selier NGP for permiseion 1 include FEC individual contribulor dela for purposes not pernitbed
under the e, agresing unanimously with Aristotis Infernational’s concem about liegal pollical acivly that
would put cempaign commitises on the wrong siie of the law and at grave risk of serious pensiies, The
commissioners aiso deleted confusing draft languege about which Arisiotie had raised concems.

NGP had sought the commission's approval 10 circumwent curment lew by 8 method thet would “sart and
onganize” FEC data inlo a clianls catabase "bassd on the cllent’s neads,” including for the expressed purpose
of “soliciting contribulions.” NGP slso asied ¥ it might provide data 10 s cusiomars, “regardiess of inkended
une.” Arisiolie expreseed the view that the proposed NGP scheme viclsied cument lsw and shoukd be rejected.
The FEC agread unsnimously.




